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  Abstract 

The basic aim of this research study was to explore the causative agents of migration from Pakistan among 

the youths. Population of this particular research study included of all those young generations migrated to 

others countries from Pakistan. A snowball sampling techniques was used for selecting the sample from the 

whole population. The sample size of 200 were collected from Dera Ismail Khan. For gathering the 

requisite data, the researcher formulated and used a likert type scale. The data obtained from the 

respondents were processed and articulated through Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS, 

Version, 24) by using different statistical tools. Based on data analysis, the researcher drew the conclusion 

that poverty, unemployment and education are dominant causative agents of migration among the youth of 

Pakistan.   
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Introduction 

 
According to UN data, at the mid-year of 2020, the population of the Pakistan was estimated 220,892,340 

peoples equivalent to 2.83% of the entire population of the world and thus Pakistan is categorized at 5th in 

the list of countries (and dependencies) by population (worldometers,2020). Thus according to world 

meters (2020), the below table indicates the overall population with different perspectives.  

 
Table No.1 Population Figures of Pakistan 

Year 
Total 

Population 

Yearly  

wise % 

(Change) 

Yearly 

Change 

Migrants 

(net) 

Density 

(P/Km²) 

Urban 

Pop % 

Urban 

Population 

Entire 

Population of 

the World 

Global 

Rank of 

Pakistan 

2020 220,892,340 2.00 % 4,327,022 -233,379 287 35.1 % 77,437,729 7,794,798,739 (5) 

World meter (2020) https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/pakistan-population. 
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It is the natural desire of every human being to achieve a high standard of life. Similarly, migration is an 

attempt that human being made to settle their natural desires for achieving the high standard of life 

(Goldscheider,1971; Kellert, S. R. 1997; Keane, W, 2017). People use several channels for migration from 

Pakistan to other countries i.e UAE, US, UK and so on. The first channel is legal and formal channel and 

the second channel is that most of the people travel to developed countries as students and remain there 

after completion of education and the third and mostly used channel is that people illegally enter in 

developed countries (Siddiqui, T. 2003; Amjad et al.,2005).  

 

Cause Agents of Migration among the Youth  

 

Various research studies indicate the following main causes of migration among the young generation.  The 

main reason of migration from Pakistan to other countries are classified as economic or financial reason; 

Societal or social reason; environmental reasons (Kainth, G. S. 2009; Bilsborrow, R. E.1992). 

 

Each and every individual has the need of some sort of financial resources for the accomplishment of daily 

life requirements (Kabeer, N, 1999). Due to lack of financial resources, many of the people leave their 

parent state and migrate to other countries. Young generation basically migrates due to social-economic 

factors i.e.  Age, income and education (Jakson, 1969). The author further stated that poor living condition 

is the main factor responsible for the migration of youth from one country to another country.  

 

Social stability is important element of every society. Lack of social stability may cause of various 

problems among the youth of the country. Peace as well as social stability are the basic and essential 

elements of society and thus many of the people leave their countries due to lack of social instability and 

peace (Strand et al., 2008; Kuschminder & Dora, 2009) 

 

Types of Migration  

 

According to Naujoks, D. (2009) Following are the main types of migration, 

 

1. Internal migration: Internal migration refers to moving within a country, state, or continent. For 

example, moving from KP to Punjab 

2. External migration: External migration refers to moving to a different country or state, or 

continent. For example, moving from UK to USA 

3. Emigration:  It refers to leaving one country or state to move to another. For example, leaving 

Pakistan and setting in UK. 

4. Immigration: It refers to moving into a new country. 

 

Positive Effect of Migration  

 

To some extent migration of people as economic purpose may lead an improvement in financial condition 

of a country because the foreign remittances is considered a basic way of financial stability of the country 

(Giuliano, P., & Ruiz-Arranz, M. 2009).  

 

Negative Effect of Migration 

 

Lack of financial resources make the people unable to live healthy life. Due to poverty, children with age 

growth may leads to improper nutritional intakes, improper education and healthy life style (Farghaly, 

2007; Giuliano, P., & Ruiz-Arranz, M. 2009). 
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Statement of the Problem 
 

Currently in Pakistan, a very huge number of population migrated to other countries of the world. What are 

the main factors responsible for this entire situation? To discover the fact, the researcher intended to 

conduct a research study under the title “Causative Agents of Migration among the Youth of Pakistan” 

 

Objectives of the Study 
 

This research study was initiated for the purposes; 

 

1. To assess the causative agents of migration among the youth of Pakistan. 

2. To assess that whether the status of poverty cause migration. 

3. To assess the impact of education on migration. 

 

Research Questions  
 

1. Does unemployment is the main cause of migration among the youth of Pakistan 

2. Does poverty is the main cause of migration among the youth of Pakistan 

3. Does gaining of education is the main cause of migration among the youth of Pakistan 

4. Does social instability is the main cause of migration among the youth of Pakistan. 

 

Literature Review  
 

Farah et al (2012) Urbanization take place in response of rapid migration from rural to urban areas. Same in 

the case of international migration. It is examined that socio-economic and cultural impact of the migration 

that how socio-economic conditions, demographic and cultural changes take place due to migration. The 

study was conducted in the three selected areas of district Faisalabad in Pakistan, and sample size of 150 

respondents were selected through sampling for the socio-economic variables, like education, age, income, 

health and occupation. The study concluded that about 74% of migration take place for better life style and 

to earn more income. 

 

Bilsborrow, R. E. (1992) studied the migration process and linked it with the poverty and environmental 

changes of the developing countries. The environmental problems also affect the development process of 

the country. Deterioration of the natural resources in the rural areas also affect the people living in the 

urban areas, as most of the production is from rural areas. Most of the poor people reside in the rural areas 

and they are engaged in the agricultural activities and produce for the urban residents so any change in the 

living standards of the rural people directly affect the urban areas. It is a fact that the process of economic 

development is in process throughout the world, and per capita income of most of the countries is 

increasing, but it is also a fact that poverty also exists and about one fifth of the population of the world is 

living in sever poverty.  

 

Kuschminder, K., & Dora, M. (2009) the study was carried out in Africa to determine the factors of 

migration, i.e socio-economic, cultural, demographic and natural. Most of the studies in literature emphasis 

that socio-economic factors play and important role in migration but the results in this study proved that the 

socio-cultural and non-economic factors are also very important in the process of migration. The study 

proved that the migration in Africa is multi-disciplinary as employment (economic), Education (social), 

population (demographic), and the results shows that more than 70% of migration in Africa took place due 

to these three factor, however the economics factors are most important. 
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Methodology of the Study  
 

The below criteria were adopted by the researcher for the attainment of certain findings and conclusion. 

 

Study Population  

 

In research the term population refers to “a huge group of people that is the main focus of a scientific query 

/investigation (Khan S, 2017). Hereafter the population of this particular research study contained of all 

migrated peoples of Dera Ismail Khan KP, Pakistan 

 

Sample & Sample Size 

 

It was very difficult for the researcher to visit the whole population, therefore to overcome this difficulty 

the researcher selected Two hundred (200) migrated people as sample by using snow ball sampling 

techniques.  

 

Tool for Data Collection 

 

For gathering the required information’s, the researcher formulated and use a Likert type scale comprised 

of relevant questions  

 

Instrument Validity 

 

In research the term validity is the degree to which an instrument evaluated the rationality (Kumar, 2009). 

The developed questionnaire was made valid by using content validity. The first draft of the questionnaire 

was sent to ten (10) field experts for content validity of the questionnaire.  

 

Instrument Reliability 

 

The reliability of the scale was measures through Cronbach’s Alpha and found .643, .885 and .624 and thus 

found highly significant. 

 

Method for Data Collection  

 

The developed questionnaire was personally disseminated among the selected population by the researcher 

and collected back after getting it filled by the respondents. 

  

Data Analysis 

 

The obtained data were processed through Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS, Version, 24) and 

thus different statistical tools were used for the analysis of data.  

 

Presentation & Data Analysis  
 

Table No.2 Showing the perception of masses regarding Unemployment as Agent of Migration among the 

Youth of Pakistan. 

Cause Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Unemployment 
F % F % F % 

200 
110 55 50 25 40 20 

 

The above table shows the frequency and percentage of responses of respondents regarding unemployment 

as agent of migration among the masses. Total no of respondents was 200, Agree with statement 
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(Frequency = 110, percentage=55), Disagree (Frequency = 50, percentage=25), strongly disagree 

(Frequency = 40, percentage=20).  

 

Table No. 3 Showing the perception of masses regarding Poverty as Agent of Migration among the Youth 

of Pakistan 

Cause Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Poverty 
F % F % F % 

200 
150 75 30 15 20 10 

 

The above table shows the frequency and percentage of responses of respondents regarding poverty as 

agent of migration among the masses. Total no of respondents was 200, Agree with statement (Frequency = 

150, percentage=75), Disagree (Frequency = 30, percentage=15), strongly disagree (Frequency = 20, 

percentage=10). 

 

Table no.3 showing the perception of masses regarding Education as Agent of Migration among the Youth 

of Pakistan 

Cause Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Education 
F % F % F % 

200 
80 40 20 10 100 50 

 

The above table shows the frequency and percentage of responses of respondents regarding education as 

agent of migration among the masses. Total no of respondents was 200, Agree with statement (Frequency = 

80, percentage=40), Disagree (Frequency = 20, percentage=10), strongly disagree (Frequency =100, 

percentage=50). 

 

Table No.4 Showing the perception of masses regarding Social instability as Agent of Migration among the 

Youth of Pakistan 

Cause Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Total 

Social Instability 
F % F % F % 

200 
100 70 30 15 20 10 

 

The above table shows the frequency and percentage of responses of respondents regarding social 

instability   as agent of migration among the masses. Total no of respondents was 200, Agree with 

statement (Frequency = 100, percentage=70), Disagree (Frequency = 30, percentage=15), strongly disagree 

(Frequency =20, percentage=10). 

 

Findings & Discussion 
 

The frequency and percentage of responses of respondents regarding unemployment as agent of migration 

among the masses. 55 % of total population shows that unemployment as agent of migration among the 

youth. Such emerging concept is supported by Farah et al., (2012) that young people had migrated mostly 

for employment (53.1 %).  According UNESCO (1956) economic hardship is most dominant cause of 

migration among the youths. Therefore, these findings also seemed inline of the present study findings.  

 

The study indicates that due unemployment many of the people forced to migrate from Pakistan. In 

addition, the study also reveals that social instability also a contributing factor of migration among the 

youth of Pakistan. Same concept is discovered by Kuznets, 1964). According to his study the rapid rate of 

migration has created many problems in the city life due unemployment and lack of provision of social 

services. 
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The current study shows that 40% of the total population opined that education is causative agent of 

migration among the youth. In line of this finding, the study conducted by Farah et al., (2012) also shows 

same results such as the main drive of the ordinary    respondents    was    to    increase    in    their 

educational capabilities (42.1).  

 

Conclusion 
 

Based on analysis and findings, the researcher arrived at conclusion that unemployment, poverty, education 

and social instability all are the perceived causes of migration among the youth of Pakistan.   

 

Recommendations 
 

Based on analysis and conclusion, the following recommendations are hereby made by the researcher. 

 

1. Government of Pakistan should provide employment opportunity for the youth.  

2. For eradication poverty more and more opportunities should be provided to youth according to 

their approach. 

3.  Free opportunity of education should be offer to all the young generation of the country. 
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