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  Abstract 

 The study was designed to investigate the causes and consequences of low literacy rate among females in 

district Matiari at secondary schools’ level. It was a descriptive research and Participatory Rural 

Appraisal (PRA) technique was adopted by using both quantitative and qualitative techniques for data 

collection. The present research study wanted to get the opinion of rural females and their parents on 

various reasons causing low female literacy and high dropout ratio at secondary schools’ level. Data were 

collected from 478 rural females. Four talukas and 15 UCs of district Matiari were included in the sample. 

Moreover, PRA technique was held with rural females and parents in each UC to ask their opinion about 

causes and consequences of low literacy. All possible factors causing low literacy were grouped into 

domestic chores, low admission of girls in school, high dropout ratio, gender-based discrimination, socio 

cultural barriers, and school related factors. One sample t-test statistics was applied to know the overall 

responses of the respondents. Majority of the respondents were agreed on the above causes and 

consequences. Therefore, the hypothesis of the research is accepted based on t-test score, mean score and 

the significance level which is < 0.05. These causes have negative consequences on female lives. To 

increase female literacy rate, government should pay attention on adult literacy for psychological training 

and awareness of parents as most respondents of the study replied that their parents do not allow for 

education. Secondary schools should be established in rural communities near the villages. Poverty 

reduction programs should be launched at tehsil and village level by establishing small industries so that 

parents do not make lame excuses of poverty factor. 

 

Keywords: Female Literacy, Domestic Chores, Low enrollment of girls, Dropout, Gender-based 

Discrimination, Socio–cultural barriers.  

 

Introduction  
 

Literacy is one of the significant aspects of human resource development. Literacy is a process that 

removes ignorance and promotes rational thinking. Literacy molds a person to be a responsible citizen 

(UNICEF, 2017). The federal and provincial governments have launched a number of educational programs 

to encourage female literacy. Consequently, large pools of illiterate females were made literate. Yet, a large 

number of females are illiterate especially in rural areas, they should be facilitated by launching a number 

of educational programs for enhancing the literacy rate among rural females. Females must be literate and 
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participate efficiently not only in the decision-making process, but also in the formulation and 

implementation of development programs. To achieve this goal, all females need to be educated. In other 

words, education is a tool for development (Saqib and  Ahmad, 2014). Females, who make up half of our 

population, have the undefined distinction of being inferior in many social, educational and economic 

aspects of the world (Human Rights Watch, 2018). In the context of Pakistan, the trend has been 

exacerbated by the rise of women to lower positions in education, health, politics and the economy, and to 

lower positions in society. Females are considered less helpful in society when it comes to social and 

economic development. Although females have the right attitude and the right skills to participate in 

society, in developing countries like Pakistan, socially complex females have always had the status of 

playing a lesser role in social and economic affairs. The development of any country is designated by the 

level of literacy rate among the male and females. That is why "Education for All" is strongly 

recommended and addressed by our government. Pakistan has made a considerable progress in this sector 

and with all the efforts the literacy rate grew to 53% in 2015, from inadequate 12% in 1947. But still, 

Pakistan has not achieved what it should have during this period (UNICEF, 2017).  

 

Earlier, Pakistan failed to achieve the MDGs target on education as a required change the education system 

could not be upgraded. Now SDGs Purpose 4 is demanding from us that we Pakistan government should 

focus on improving indicators for achievement the quality education and promote comprehensive and equal 

quality education and life learning opportunities for all (Human Rights Watch, 2018). Now we required to 

think why the literacy rate is low here in Pakistan as related to other developed countries. No single factor 

can be held responsible for very low literacy rate among females in Pakistan. It is related with mixture of 

many factors including social, cultural, economic, educational, demographic, political and administrative 

and so on. The Pakistan government has voiced a strong commitment on the road to female education; 

However, Pakistan still has one of the lowest female literacy rates in Asia. This low level of literacy not 

only has a negative effect on female lives but also it disturbs the socio-economic development of the 

country, because the social and economic development is also related to the literate females. The following 

are the some of the important factors which could affect the low literacy rate of females in Pakistan. 

According to the latest surveys, 47% of the female population is illiterate in Pakistan, 8.2 million children 

are out of school; 5.9 million of them are girls, more than 60% percent of rural girls drop out at the primary 

school level, only 3 percent of rural twelve-year-old girls continue in school, compared with 18 percent of 

boys that age, 57 percent of primary age girls attend school, compared with 89 percent of boys’ girl’s 

participation rates at all levels are lower than those of boys. All social problems in our society are like a 

chain link. Each problem is directly or indirectly linked to the other. Low literacy among girls is the mother 

of all these problems because it leads to poverty, crime, unemployment, underage labor, female aborticide, 

population explosion and many other more problems (Shah, Haider, & Taj, 2019). Female education is 

measured as an important source in their empowerment, social and economic development. Although 

overall female literacy rate in Pakistan is improving, but millions of girls are still deprived of such 

education. There are many girls in the country who fall into the category of illiterate people. A low level of 

female literacy has a huge negative impact on their life, their families as well as a country's social and 

economic development. In addition, it has a negative effect on a female’s health (Panhwar, 1996). 

 

Table no.1. Pakistan: literacy rate from 2012 to 2017, total and by gender 

Year Adult total Adult female 

2017 59.13% 46.47% 

2014 56.98% 44.28% 

2013 56.59% 41.97% 

2012 56.76% 43.07% 
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The literacy rate in Pakistan 2012-2017 (Census of 2017).  

 

Table No.2. Details Of Literacy Rate In Pakistan (National Education Policy Framework, 2018 

Population NEP 2018 

Population earns less than 1.25$ in Pakistan  43 percent  

Total ratio of Expenditure on education as 

% of GNP 

15-20% 

Primary school net enrolment 67.57 % 

Primary–school completion ratio 73.27 

youth–literacy ratio Total (15 – 24 years) 74.53 

Adult–literacy ratio (15 years and over) 59.13 

Source: National Education Policy Framework, (2018). 

 

One thing that can be clear from the above table is that there is no need to push for rapid eradication of 

illiteracy in Pakistan. The status of the female child has been the subject of much discussion, controversy 

and debate. Why is the girl not getting as many facilities and opportunities as her male counterpart? To 

answer this, let's look at a common local saying, that 'raising a female is like watering someone else's lawn'. 

From the beginning, the female children are seen as a burden and curse rather than a blessing, which will 

eventually move into her husband's home. The deep-rooted culture and lack of awareness of male 

domination is the main reason for girl’s illiteracy. As a result, the literacy rate in Pakistan is low. There are 

lots of factors which are responsible for the poor female literate rate in Pakistan such as low enrolment, 

dowry system, early marriage, priority to son’s education, poverty and so on. The biggest educational 

problem facing low enrollment of females, especially in rural areas, is that although they can get admission 

early in the year, they do not always stay in school. Females are often dropout from school to share family 

responsibilities. Children from poor families are forced to learn skills and occupations and left out from 

school for various reasons. Many schools are strict in their attendance matters and they also not encourage 

those female students who remain absent in the last they removed their names from the general registers 

and do not keep their admission (UNICEF, 2017). In our country Pakistan, dowry mentions to hard-wearing 

goods, money and properties like, plots, bungalows and other moveable properties that the husband gives to 

the wife and their parents or relatives as a condition of marriage. The dowry system is believed to impose a 

huge financial burden on the wife's family. The dowry system and other social functions, including neglect 

of the girl child and discrimination against the girl child, are among the main reasons, including deprivation 

of the right to education. In some cases, the dowry system leads to crimes against women ranging from 

emotional abuse to injuries to death (Latif, 2009). 

 

Under the recent amendments in Pakistani law, early or underage marriage is a marriage where either the 

female is under the minimum age of 18 for females and boys both categories, they must be above the 18 

years for marriage. Most underage females in rural areas marry old or young males, many of whom are 

socially and economically disadvantaged. Rural areas of Pakistan especially Sindh and KPK is the province 

with the highest child marriage rate. There is a high correlation of females’ literacy with the age of their 

marriage. Through various legislation in recent years such as Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Bill, 

2018, passed in all provincial assemblies of Pakistan. But still females are more likely to be married at the 

age of 18 or below and this practices still prevailing in all parts of the country. It is largely ignored by the 

families of low-literate parents (National Institute of Population Studies (NIPS), 2018). Many parents see 

educated sons as an investment in comparison to their daughter's education because sons will be 
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responsible for the care of elderly parents. Parents, on the other side, may see their daughter's education as a 

waste of time and their money because sooner or later the daughter will spend time with her husband's 

family and the parents will not in a straight-line benefit from their education (UNICEF, 2017). Poverty is 

the biggest cause of illiteracy in Pakistan and it leads and create to all other effects. Females are found to be 

financially very poor all over Pakistan. Some females are engaged in jobs and other economic activities. 

Therefore, they need economic strength to stand on their own two feet with men. Poverty is considered the 

biggest threat to peaceful environment in the world. Sex slavery is a direct result of poverty. In a 

downtrodden families, females are the biggest victims. They are undernourished and deprived from the 

access to better education and other facilities. If there was no fear of poverty, the females would be able to 

pursue their dreams without fear of sexual exploitation, domestic violation and any education or work. 

Many studies have shown that illiterate females are more fertile, poor nutritional status, low-income 

potential and low domestic autonomy (Shah et al., 2019).It is a common myth that Pakistan is a male 

dominated society and masses of the country think that there is no point in educating girls because they get 

married when they grow the age of marriage. Therefore, they don’t allow their daughters to get education. 

Though, there are numerous advantages to educating females. For example, reduced maternal mortality 

from infant mortality increases child survival rates, improves their financial status, makes them more self-

sufficient, helps improve the country's economic situation and many other advantages. In addition, educated 

females understand the significance of providing better nutrition to the family in addition to sending their 

children to boarding school (Rehman, Jingdong, & Hussain, 2015). The government of Pakistan is taking a 

number of steps to bring reforms and improve the education situation for females in the country. They are 

bringing many attractive and lucrative livelihood programs to help them understand the importance of 

education and become sovereign. Furthermore, the government has planned and implemented good 

approaches to raise awareness among the public, especially in rural public. That is why more and more 

parents are now sending their daughters to school, even to the best boarding schools in Pakistan (Saqib, 

2014). In most family’s male children are given priority in education and negative attitude of parents 

towards their daughters and her education are the major causes for low female literacy rate in Pakistan. 

From the beginning, parents do not consider females as their breadwinners, as they have to leave their 

parents' home after marriage. Therefore, their education is considered as a waste of time as well as money. 

For this reason, parents prefer to send boys to school but girls are deprived from this basic right. 

 

Poverty is another reason which is the main barrier to keep females in the backfoot and illiterate. More than 

29.5% percent of Pakistan population lives below the poverty line. Although the government is working to 

make basic education free, parents are reluctant to send their daughters to school. This includes access to 

schools. Another reason for the low literacy rate of females in most rural areas is the lack of easy access to 

school. Parents do not prefer to send their daughters to school if they are away from their village or home. 

Even if there are schools, then the lack of proper school facilities becomes an obstacle. Some schools are in 

really pathetic condition and do not even have basic facilities. According to a survey, 54% of schools in 

Pakistan do not have facility of water and 80% do not have latrine facilities. Even some schools do not have 

adequate rooms for all students. Other barriers to female education in Pakistan is the early marriages and 

domestic chores and lack of female teachers in rural schools. As Pakistan is one of the gender sensitized 

society, it is a very significant element in the low female literacy rate in Pakistan. But in spite of all the 

causes, females should understand and realize that education is only the source through which they can 

actually end the vivacious cycle of poverty, their calamity, so that they can live a life with self-importance. 

In the event of any disaster in life, education helps, and nothing else. The government should really work 

towards the number, distance and quality of schools in rural as well as urban Pakistan. We must encourage 

the girl child to get an education to create a balanced and educated society (Shah et al., 2019). When a 

female is not literate, her whole family suffers and bear the consequences from their illiteracy. It is a fact 

that uneducated females face many difficulties than those females who are educated. They have high levels 

of fertility and mortality. They suffer from malnutrition and all other health problems. In a survey, it was 

found that the infant mortality rate is related to the mother's level of education. In such a situation not only 

females but also their children go through the same situation. Females, who does not know the significance 

of education in their life, does not insist on it for her children. This is an obstacle to the overall 

development of the family as well as the nation. Low literacy in females means lack of awareness. These 
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illiterate females are not aware of their rights. They do not know anything about the steps taken by the 

government for their betterment. These illiterate females struggle hard and endure the hardships of life, 

family and even their husbands (Center of Gender and Policy Studies, 2018). The Sindh government has 

introduced a stipend program for girls in the province to encourage parents to send their daughters to 

school. Reform Support Unit of the School Education and Literacy department of the government of Sindh, 

in this regard launched a program of girls’ stipend throughout the province in 2001-2002.  Girls 

stipends are funds given to students who meet strict eligibility requirements and are approved and issued by 

academic departments and/or financial aid offices. This stipend will help parents more readily allow girls to 

attend school rather than making them do work to earn a living. The rationale behind this scheme is to 

increase the enrollment of girl students in secondary classes in remote and unprivileged areas of Sindh. 

After the successful and significant result of girls’ stipend the Punjab Government also launched similar 

scheme in 2013 by offering Rs. 600 per quarter to each girl of secondary school age. After that KPK 

Government also initiated this scheme and distributed 200 rupees to every student for buying stationaries 

every month. The scheme proved to make such a significant difference in only the first two years that the 

Punjab Government decided to increase the stipend amount from Rs. 600 to Rs. 1000 per quarter to attract 

and convince more parents' communities (Unar, 2018).  

 

Sindh Government launched a campaign named as Sindh School Enrolment Drive-2018 and 19 in overall 

Sindh province in 45 districts last year which proved a great success, many new children were enrolled in 

primary schools, special attention was given to the female children residing in remote areas of Sindh. The 

rationale behind this movement is to mobilize parents of out of school children to get them enrolled in 

Government schools. Punjab Government also launched the similar campaign named as School Enrolment 

Campaign 2019-20, statistical figures from the 2018 drive indicated that the provincial government of 

Punjab planned to enrol 13.55 million children in schools but was successful in enrolling 11.95million 

children or 88.21per cent. KPK and Baluchistan provinces also launched similar campaign to boost up the 

enrolment in Government Schools (Education and Literacy Department, 2014).  Literacy is the key to 

socio-economic development in Pakistan. Literacy of girls is essential not only on the basis of social justice 

but also because it brings about social change. Literacy levels and educational attainment are important 

indicators of the development of any society. The spread of literacy is generally associated with modern 

features of today's civilization, such as modernization, communication, and trade. High levels of literacy 

and academic achievement lead to better development, responsiveness and enabling females. Education 

gives them maximum control over females’ lives and choices (Asian Development Bank , 2002).   

 

According to the Asian Development Bank study it was established that direct and practical relationship 

between literacy and efficiency of country development and productivity on the one hand and literacy and 

the overall worth of human life on the other. The 5
th

 official census in Pakistan was calculated in the year 

2017  After the 2017 census, literacy rate in Pakistan was found to be overall 58 percent in which males 

literacy rate was found to be 70 percent and 48 percent of females(Asian Development Bank, 2019). 

However, this looks like a very great accomplishment, but it is still a matter of concern that so many people 

in Pakistan are unable to read and write. The number of children who are out of school and not getting 

education there in rural areas is still high. Now if we consider female literacy rate in Pakistan then it is 

lower than the males literacy rate. Today the female literacy rate area 48% where the male’s literacy rate is 

70%. The differences in literacy rates among the provinces are also extreme. Islamabad the capital of 

Pakistan has the highest female literacy rate. On the other hand, Baluchistan, Sindh and KPK have low 

female literacy rate. Illiteracy in Pakistan is characterized by extensive gaps between the rural and urban 

populations. The rural population depends largely on agriculture and the rate of illiteracy is high while the 

urban population is more of the employee class and also more literate (Saqib and  Ahmad, 2014). 

 

Statement of the Problem 
 

Females play an important role in any society, females, who make up more than half of our population in 

Pakistan, have the uncertain difference of being inferior in many social, educational and economic aspects 
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of the world. The female enrolment rate at secondary school level is declining day by day because of 

different causes and the low literacy of female have negative consequences on their lives. This study was 

therefore, trying to identify causes and consequences of low literacy rate in female population at district 

Matiari, Sindh, Pakistan.  

 

Objective of the Study 
 

The primary aim of the study was to analyses the factors contributing to low female literacy in the 

Jamshoro district of Sindh Province. In addressing this aim, the study focused on the following objectives:  

 

1) To identify the root causes for the low female literacy in District Matiari, Sindh Pakistan. 

2) To analyses the causes of low literacy of females and its impact on their lives.  

 

Literature Review 
 

Singh (2015) conducted a study and highlighted the major barriers that prevent a student from studying. 

First, the gap between rural and urban enrollment rates for children in schools is huge.  Majority of the 

population in Pakistan lives in rural Pakistan and the biggest source of income is agriculture, which is why 

children save most of their time in raising. Second, the number of schools in rural areas is much smaller 

than the number of schools in urban areas. Third, inadequate educational facilities for girls in Pakistan are 

the main reasons for the low literacy rate. Fourth, most families in Pakistan consider their daughter's 

education a waste of domestic resources. Women's literacy is also low due to the lack of separate schools 

for girls and trained teachers (Singh, 2015). Hussain and Shafi (2011) found that literacy rates are very low 

in rural areas of Pakistan such as FATA, FNA, urban slums, deserts of Sindh and Baluchistan and rural 

KPK. The first reason is that the budget allocated for adult literacy (1%) is much less than the required 

amount. Second, due to the elite and feudalism, no attractive policies have been formulated to promote 

literacy. And there is no consistency in policies. Third, the literacy rate is low due to lack of trained 

teachers, regular curriculum and effective research. Fourth, inadequate monitoring and evaluation 

procedures have severely affected literacy levels across the country. He additional found that literacy level 

is very low in down trodden and disadvantaged, minority, and IDPs, the people from rural and disable 

persons and females (Hussain & Salfi, 2011). Latif (2009) found that Pakistan has signed the international 

framework on Education for All (EFA) to the Dakar Framework for Action (2000), the objective of the 

Dakar Framework is to ensure that basic human rights to education are specifically for girls who require 

literacy. Failed to reach target. He cited child labor, poverty and illiteracy in education as the main 

obstacles to lowering the literacy rate. He proved that the dropout rate under the age of 5 is seriously 

worrying for the above reasons as 5% of children have dropped out of school under five (Latif, 2009). 

Saqib and Ahmed (2014) mentioned some reasons such as. In Pakistan's first rural areas, most men are in 

the majority, and fathers decide for their daughters to move. Therefore, father's education is more important 

than his peers. Other social factors, such as the location of the school, directly affect women's literacy rates. 

They found that those who traveled long distances from schools were unwilling to pursue education. Third, 

low-income families are unable to continue their daughter's education. Fourth, women's education is also 

affected by social class differences in society. Honorable families get higher education and vice versa. 

From an employment point of view, the elite class of the society has a greater tendency to find attractive 

jobs for their daughters and those who do not have any qualifications are deprived of their rights, due to 

which the literacy rate in the poor class is low (Saqib & Ahmad, 2014). Dawood Shah (2019) concluded 

from his/her research that terrorism has severely damaged the entire education system (especially females’ 

education) in conflict areas. In their research, based on respondents from Rawalpindi, Swat and FATA, they 

found that 51percent conflicting females and 53percent of educated males were affected by the conflict and 

decided to drop out of school. And about 120 women's and 80 men's schools were destroyed during the 

Swat conflict. He said that 72% of the respondents highlighted the loss of education as one of the most 

serious social impacts in Pakistan. He added that 93% of people from different areas are in favor of 

women's education and only 7% did not support it (Shah et al., 2019). 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSN 2309-0081                           Khoso, Buriro & Khatoon (2021) 

  
440 

I 

 

  www.irss.academyirmbr.com                                                                               January 2021                                                                                     

 International Review of Social Sciences                                                        Vol. 9 Issue.1 
 

 

R 
S  
S  

Based on the above literature review, this research formulates the following hypothesis:  

 

Ho1. There is no significant impact of female low literacy on their lives. 

 

Methodology 
 

In its nature and scope, it was a descriptive survey type study which is generally concerned with the current 

situation of the female low literacy rate in District Matiari, Sindh, Pakistan under study. The data were 

collected from the females by administrating a schedule that was developed for this research study. Each 

female was asked to mention some important factors which are creating hindrances in female education in 

their area. The questions which were asked were included the factors for low literacy for example Poverty, 

early marriages, family customs, insecure environment, domestic duties, parents’ priority to female 

education, parents’ attitude towards female education and their level of education, rape cases, low quality 

of education, school is too far, villagers’ attitude towards female education, lack of female teachers, lack of 

girl’s schools, migration, lack of financial support from the government. They were also requested to offer 

suggestions for improving literacy. The Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) technique was adopted for the 

data collection on the Likert scale 5.0. and asking open ended questions.  

 

Population 

 

The population indicates a large collection of individuals from which the researcher draws a decision after 

completing the research study (Gay, 2012) Population of this research study was involved.  

 

1. All the UCs of District Matiari.  

2. All the parents of the females who dropped out their studies after primary.   

3. All the females who have completed their primary education but not able to continue their 

secondary education.  

 

Sample and Sampling Technique 

 

The sample is a small fraction selected for the study from the large population. The part of the whole 

population that the researcher examines, and which is preferably effective and prominent in the entire 

population is known as a sample. The choice of sample size was selected by the formulas provided by 

Krejcie and Morgan (1970). As the population was composite due to various population sizes of each 

talukas i.e Three talukas of district Matiari, therefore the stratified sampling method has been used to select 

sample for this study. In this way, a total of 478 were selected as samples. 

 

The stratified random sampling method was used to select the participants in this research. In stratified 

sampling, researchers divide (stratify) the population on some specific characteristic and then, using simple 

random sampling, sample from each subgroup (stratum) of the population. This guarantees that the sample 

will include specific characteristics that the researcher wants included in the sample (Creswell, 2012). 

 

Each taluka was selected as for strata. To calculate the number of participants from each stratum, following 

sampling formula was used: 

 
                                  

                
              

  

Sample Size Calculation 

 

The sample size was determined as per the formula for the infinite population, introduced by Krejcie and 

Morgan (1970). 
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Population Size Infinite 

 

Sample size  
    (   )

  (   )    (   )
               

 

Were, 

 

X = the table value of chi-square for 1 degree of freedom at the desired confidence level      

N = the population size. 

P = the population proportion (assumed to be 0.50 since this would provide the maximum sample size). 

d = the degree of accuracy expressed as a proportion (0.05). 

Sample size (n=478). 

 

Pilot Testing  

 

The pilot study was conducted to acknowledge the results of the first round and to find out the effectiveness 

and relevance of the content of the questionnaire. For pilot testing eight UCs and communities from district 

Matiari were carefully chosen. The researcher of this study is also a teacher and personally visited the 

UCs/communities. Researcher of this study managed the questionnaires himself by applying the PRA 

technique. The researcher of this study asked for participants to answer the questionnaires freely and 

honestly. They were also allowed to make change in questions if they think that there is a need of 

modification. On the basis of pilot testing questionnaire containing 22 items was finalized. After 

conversation with expert the final versions of the questionnaires were developed. The concluding draft of 

questionnaire of this study was prepared and consisted of 22 items and the reliability of the research tool 

has also been checked through Cronbach Alpha method. The total number of participants’ teachers were 

N=30 (10%). The collected quantitative data were analysed through SPSS version 23 and reliability was 

obtained. The found values of Cronbach’s Alpha or Reliability of the tools are illustrated here in the below 

tables. 

 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 

.766 22 

         N = 30 

 

All of the statistical figure used in the pilot before and after the study showed an adequate reliability with 

Cronbach’s alpha values, which ranged between 0.766 and 0.92 that are considered to be good and 

acceptable (Gay, 2012). 

 

Analysis of Data  
 

The data has been analyzed items wise in accordance with the objectives of the study and hypothesis. Since 

the main tool of this research study is structured questionnaire on Likert scale 5. 0 therefore, response rate 

of each item of the questionnaire has been given as well as total sample size and overall percentage has also 

been mentioned. The analysis of result is presented in tabular form. For item analysis and testing of major 

hypothesis descriptive and inferential statistics have been used. SPSS 26 is used for statistical analysis and 

computation of percentage and mean.  In discussion open ended questions were discussed about the 

consequences of the low literacy rate among females.  
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Presentation and Analysis of Data 

 

In the first instance, demographic data about the respondents were collected, including their District, 

Taluka, Uc names, Gender data is presented in the following section.  

 

Demographic Data 

 

The respondents belonged to district Matiari with its three Taluka (Hala, matiari, and Saeedabad) 

comprised of sixteen Union councils (UCs). Male respondents were 362 (75.7%) whereas females were 116 

(24.3%). Majority of them belonged to rural remote areas of the district. 

 

Q.1. Poverty increases the dropout rate of girls from secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly 

Disagree 

17 3.6 3.84 .954 

Disagree 31 6.5 

Neutral 66 13.8 

Agree 261 54.6 

Strongly Agree 103 21.5 

 Total 478 100.0   

     
The above table showing the maximum observed category of Poverty increases the dropout rate of girls 

from secondary school level was agree (n = 261, 54.6%). 

 

Q.2. Early marriage leads to lower the literacy rate for girls at secondary School. 

Variable  Frequency Percent Mean SD 

Strongly  

Disagree 

17 3.6 3.89 .899 

Disagree 18 3.8 

Neutral 65 13.6 

Agree 277 57.9 

Strongly Agree 101 21.1 

Total 478 100.0   

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Early marriage leads to lower the literacy rate 

for girls at secondary School was agree (n = 277, 57.9%). 

 

Q.3. Due to family customs the girl’s education at secondary school level is low 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 22 4.6 3.56 1.147 

Disagree 81 16.9 

Neutral 91 19.0 

Agree 176 36.8 

Strongly Agree 108 22.6 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Due to family customs the girl’s education at 

secondary school level is low was agree (n = 176, 36.8%). 
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Q.4. Insecure environment leads to low literacy rate of girl’s education at 

secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 10 2.1 3.85 .763 

Disagree 9 1.9 

Neutral 92 19.2 

Agree 297 62.1 

Strongly Agree 70 14.6 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Insecure environment leads to low literacy 

rate of girl’s education at secondary school level was agree (n = 297, 36.8%). 

 

Q.5. Domestic work leads to lower literacy rates for girls after primary education 

at the secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 24 5.0 4.15 1.148 

Disagree 35 7.3 

Neutral 34 7.1 

Agree 135 28.2 

Strongly Agree 250 52.3 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Domestic work leads to lower literacy rates 

for girls after primary education at the secondary school level was Strongly agree (n = 250, 52.3%). 

 

Q. 6. Parents' negative attitude and conservative thinking towards girl’s education 

causes to low literacy rate at secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 15 3.1 3.90 1.078 

Disagree 51 10.7 

Neutral 61 12.8 

Agree 192 40.2 

Strongly Agree 159 33.3 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Parents' negative attitude and conservative 

thinking towards girl’s education causes to low literacy rate at secondary school level was agree (n = 192, 

40.2%). 

 

Q.7. Parents do not value girls' education because they have too many children. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 7 1.5 4.18 .851 

Disagree 22 4.6 

Neutral 29 6.1 

Agree 238 49.8 

Strongly Agree 182 38.1 

Total 478 100.0 
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The above table showing the maximum observed category of Parents do not value girls' education because 

they have too many children was agreed (n = 238, 49.8%). 

 

Q.8. Low education of parents leads to low literacy among girls at secondary school 

level 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 36 7.5 3.03 1.264 

Disagree 198 41.4 

Neutral 31 6.5 

Agree 144 30.1 

Strongly Agree 69 14.4 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Low education of parents leads to low literacy 

among girls at secondary school level was disagree (n = 198, 41.4%). 

 

Q.9. Unbearable home expenses and high cost of education, parents could not afford 

secondary education for their girls. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 11 2.3 4.17 .832 

Disagree 13 2.7 

Neutral 26 5.4 

Agree 261 54.6 

Strongly Agree 167 34.9 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Unbearable home expenses and high cost of 

education, parents could not afford secondary education for their girls was agree (n = 261, 54.6%). 

 

Q.1. Unavailability of secondary schools at community level prevent girls from 

continuing education 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 9 1.9 4.17 .832 

Disagree 12 2.5 

Neutral 30 6.3 

Agree 251 52.5 

Strongly Agree 176 36.8 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Unavailability of secondary schools at 

community level prevent girls from continuing education was agree (n = 251, 52.5%). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSN 2309-0081                           Khoso, Buriro & Khatoon (2021) 

  
445 

I 

 

  www.irss.academyirmbr.com                                                                               January 2021                                                                                     

 International Review of Social Sciences                                                        Vol. 9 Issue.1 
 

 

R 
S  
S  

Q.11. Unavailability of facilities in schools leads to low admission of girls at secondary 

school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 52 10.9 3.21 1.300 

Disagree 113 23.6 

Neutral 92 19.2 

Agree 126 26.4 

Strongly Agree 95 19.9 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Unavailability of facilities in schools leads to 

low admission of girls at secondary school level was agree (n = 126, 26.4%). 

 

Q.12. Lack of quality education and Inadequate pedagogical learning process is the cause of 

low literacy among girls at the secondary school level 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 45 9.4 3.35 1.245 

Disagree 99 20.7 

Neutral 58 12.1 

Agree 195 40.8 

Strongly Agree 81 16.9 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Lack of quality education and Inadequate 

pedagogical learning process is the cause of low literacy among girls at the secondary school level was 

Strongly agree (n = 195, 40.8%). 

 

Q.13. Lack of competency in passing exams leads girls to discontinue their secondary 

schools’ education. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 7 1.5 4.09 .875 

Disagree 31 6.5 

Neutral 29 6.1 

Agree 258 54.0 

Strongly Agree 153 32.0 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Lack of competency in passing exams leads 

girls to discontinue their secondary schools’ education was agree (n = 258, 54.0%). 

 

Q.14. Aggressive attitude by village leaders and relatives towards girl’s education reduces 

girls' literacy rate at the secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 52 10.9 3.08 1.316 

Disagree 157 32.8 

Neutral 50 10.5 

Agree 137 28.7 

Strongly Agree 82 17.2 

Total 478 100.0 
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The above table showing the maximum observed category of Aggressive attitude by village leaders and 

relatives towards girl’s education reduces girls' literacy rate at the secondary school level was disagree (n = 

157, 32.8%). 

 

Q.15. Girls' literacy rate at secondary school level is reduced due to parental illness. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 8 1.7 3.82 1.018 

Disagree 61 12.8 

Neutral 66 13.8 

Agree 216 45.2 

Strongly Agree 127 26.6 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Girls' literacy rate at secondary school level is 

reduced due to parental illness was agree (n = 216, 45.2%). 

 

Q.16. Husband and wife separation cause dropouts of girls and is one of the reasons for the 

low literacy rate of girls at the secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 10 2.1 3.93 1.124 

Disagree 69 14.4 

Neutral 52 10.9 

Agree 160 33.5 

Strongly Agree 187 39.1 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Husband-and-wife separation cause dropouts 

of girls and is one of the reasons for the low literacy rate of girls at the secondary school level was Strongly 

agree (n = 187, 39.1%). 

 

Q.17. Increasing rape cases in the country causes to low admission at secondary school level 

and is one of the causes to low literacy rate of girls at secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 10 2.1 4.14 1.001 

Disagree 39 8.2 

Neutral 33 6.9 

Agree 187 39.1 

Strongly Agree 209 43.7 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Increasing rape cases in the country causes to 

low admission at secondary school level and is one of the causes to low literacy rate of girls at secondary 

school level was Strongly agree (n = 209, 43.7%). 
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Q.18. The negative role of social media in creating stereotypes and misconceptions about 

girls is one of the reasons for the low literacy rate of girls at the secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 24 5.0 4.14 1.051 

Disagree 25 5.2 

Neutral 15 3.1 

Agree 208 43.5 

Strongly Agree 206 43.1 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of the negative role of social media in creating 

stereotypes and misconceptions about girls is one of the reasons for the low literacy rate of girls at the 

secondary school level was agree (n = 208, 43.5%). 

 

Q.19. Lack of job opportunities causes low literacy among girls at secondary school level 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 3 .6 4.32 .802 

Disagree 18 3.8 

Neutral 29 6.1 

Agree 199 41.6 

Strongly Agree 229 47.9 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Lack of job opportunities causes low literacy 

among girls at secondary school level was Strongly agree (n = 229, 47.9%). 

 

Q.20. Not considering the education of the girls as compulsory is also a cause which reduces 

the rate of girls at secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 12 2.5 4.18 .858 

Disagree 13 2.7 

Neutral 29 6.1 

Agree 246 51.5 

Strongly Agree 178 37.2 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Not considering the education of the girls as 

compulsory is also a cause which reduces the rate of girls at secondary school level was agree (n = 246, 

51.5%). 

 

Q.21. Lack of study grants / stipend leads to low literacy among girls at secondary school 

level 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 11 2.3 4.18 .850 

Disagree 9 1.9 

Neutral 44 9.2 

Agree 233 48.7 

Strongly Agree 181 37.9 

Total 478 100.0 
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The above table showing the maximum observed category of Lack of study grants / stipend leads to low 

literacy among girls at secondary school level was agree (n = 233, 48.7%). 

 

Q.22. Migration of families for various reasons is the reason for low literacy among girls at 

secondary school level. 

Variable Frequency Percent Mean SD 

 Strongly Disagree 19 4.0 3.87 1.122 

Disagree 49 10.3 

Neutral 75 15.7 

Agree 168 35.1 

Strongly Agree 167 34.9 

Total 478 100.0 

 

The above table showing the maximum observed category of Migration of families for various reasons is 

the reason for low literacy among girls at secondary school level was agree (n = 168, 35.1%). 

 

Ho1. There is no significant impact of low literacy on female lives. 

  

One-Sample Statistics 

 N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean 

Low Female Literacy 

All Items  

478 3.87 .658 .030 

 

One-Sample Test 

 

Test Value = 3 

t df 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of 

the Difference 

Lower Upper 

Low Female 

Literacy 

28.858 477 .000 .868 .81 .93 

 

In the above one sample t-test statistics, if probability (p) value > 0.05 OR Mean value >3 then the research 

alternate hypothesis stands accepted and Null hypothesis stands rejected. Therefore, the hypothesis of the 

research is accepted on the basis of t-test score, mean score and the significance level which is < 0.05. it 

means majority of the respondents agreed on all items regarding the causes of Low female literacy which 

included the low enrolment, dowry system, early marriages of girl child, parents give priority to son’s 

education, poverty and school factors. These factors and causes create negative consequences on female 

lives.  

 

Discussion and Conclusion  
 

Females play an important role in any society. In many countries the female literacy rate is lower than male 

and in developing countries it is much lower and in poorer countries it is worse. Female discrimination 

begins before the female child comes out of the mother’s womb and continues until her death. Though 

female literacy rate increased to some extent due to the recent policies and programs but still there are yet 

to be achieved more and more. 47% of the female population is illiterate in Pakistan according to the recent 

survey reports published by the UNICEF 2015, 8.2 million children are out of school; 5.9 million of them 

are girls, more than 6*% percent of rural girls drop out at the primary school level, only 3 percent of rural 

twelve-year-old girls continue in school, compared with 18 percent of boys that age, 57 percent of primary 
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age girls attend school, compared with 89 percent of boys’ girl’s participation rates at all levels are lower 

than those of boys.  

 

Females in the study area are willing to learn but the situation of the rural areas does not allow them to 

achieve their goals. Once issues such as violence, child marriage and adult illiteracy are eliminated, 

female’s literacy rates will inevitably improve. And it will bring to the overall development of the country. 

Below are some suggestions. Secondary schools are not available in the rural areas this is one of the main 

causes of low female literacy if such schools are available then those are located at long distances from 

residence that’s why most of the female children give up the further education, migration of families is 

another cause to left schools often famer and marginalized communities female dropout at their early ages, 

early marriages are also increase the low literacy rate among the rural females. as per the customs and 

traditions many parents residing in rural areas get marriage of their daughter as early as they reach puberty 

age, female children are also not allowed to go outside from the house and village communities because it 

is a social taboo, looking after the siblings and younger sister and brothers is also one of the major cause in 

low literacy of females, domestic chores and sharing of family responsibilities after the death of father or 

mother in the family also contributing factor in low literacy of the female.  

 

There are more reasons for a female to get education and be literate than a male. For example, if females 

are literate then there will be definitely reduce in child and maternal mortality, improve in the social and 

economic growth, reduce in child marriage, reduce in population growth, reduce in malnutrition, reduce in 

domestic and sexual violence. Education helps females to decorate the future of their family and reduce the 

poverty by contributing the family income. There are many negative consequences. For example, the 

mother is the first teacher of a child. If the mother is illiterate, she cannot take proper care of her child. She 

cannot make the right decision for her child at the right time. In many cultures, a boy is considered to be the 

one who takes care of his parents and this is the main reason for the neglect of females. Illiterate females 

have high risk levels of fertility they give birth more children and have no awareness about the family 

planning, where Pakistan and rural areas of Sindh is already having population explosion and Pakistan is 

also struggling a lot of population control. Educating a female is educating a nation. Educating Females is 

the single most gainful investment in terms of well-being of families and children, well-being of health, 

village communities’ welfare & building long term success of developing nations. The major findings are 

mentioned as following.  

 

Major Findings  
 

The following are the major findings as discussed by the respondents as causes for low female literacy and 

consequences.  

 

1) Majority respondents said that poverty increases the dropout rate of girls at secondary school level. 

2) Majority respondents said Early marriage leads to lower the literacy rate for girls at secondary 

school. 

3) Majority respondents said that due to family customs the girl’s education at secondary school level 

is low. 

4) Majority respondents said that insecure environment leads to low literacy rate of girl’s education 

at secondary school level. 

5) Majority respondents said that domestic work leads to lower literacy rates for girls after primary 

education at the secondary school level. 

6) Majority respondents said that parents' negative attitude and conservative thinking towards girl’s 

education causes to low literacy rate at secondary school level. 

7) Majority respondents said that parents do not value girls' education because they have too many 

children. 

8) Majority respondents said that low education of parents leads to low literacy among girls at 

secondary school level. 
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9) Majority respondents said that unbearable home expenses and high cost of education, parents 

could not afford secondary education for their girls. 

10) Majority respondents said that unavailability of secondary schools at community level prevent 

girls from continuing education. 

11) Majority respondents said that unavailability of facilities in schools leads to low admission of girls 

at secondary school level. 

12) Majority respondents said that lack of quality education and Inadequate pedagogical learning 

process is the cause of low literacy among girls at the secondary school level. 

13) Majority respondents said that lack of competency in passing exams leads girls to discontinue their 

secondary schools’ education. 

14) Majority respondents said that aggressive attitude by village leaders and relatives towards girl’s 

education reduces girls' literacy rate at the secondary school level. 

15) Majority respondents said that girls' literacy rate at secondary school level is reduced due to 

parental illness. 

16) Majority respondents said that husband and wife separation cause dropouts of girls and is one of 

the reasons for the low literacy rate of girls at the secondary school level. 

17) Majority respondents said that increasing rape cases in the country causes to low admission at 

secondary school level and is one of the causes to low literacy rate of girls at secondary school 

level. 

18) Majority respondents said that the negative role of social media in creating stereotypes and 

misconceptions about girls is one of the reasons for the low literacy rate of girls at the secondary 

school level. 

19) Majority respondents said that Lack of job opportunities causes low literacy among girls at 

secondary school level. 

20) Not considering the education of the girls as compulsory is also a cause which reduces the rate of 

girls at secondary school level. 

21) Lack of study grants / stipend leads to low literacy among girls at secondary school level. 

22) Migration of families for various reasons is the reason for low literacy among girls at secondary 

school level. 

 

Recommendations  
 

1) Government and non-government organizations should pay attention to adult literacy for the 

psychological training and awareness of parents as most respondents of the study replied that our 

parents do not allow us education. 

2) The number of girls’ high and elementary schools in the study area should be increased 

particularly in rural areas to provide quality education in nearby the residence as some 

respondents said that the place of high and elementary schools is too far from our residence.  

3) Female teachers should be appointed in the mix schools where boys and girls are studying 

together as most of the respondents said that there are mix schools and male teachers are teaching 

there that’s why their parents are not willing to send their female children to study there.  

4) Female children should be assisted with stipends at primary level, and other inceptives like free 

books, bags, pens.  

5) Villagers and parents of study area should be given psychosocial support and provide adult 

education to avoid criticizing character of females.  

6) Poverty reduction programs should be launched at tehsil and village level by establishing small 

industries so that parents don’t make lame excuses of poverty factor.  

7) Laws about the early marriages of girls should be implemented strictly to stop the practices of 

early marriages.  

8) Home based learning schools should be established in rural areas.  
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