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  Abstract 

This study used phenomenological approach in exploring the life and lived experiences of gay college 

students in the City of Catbalogan, Province of Samar. This study also introduced a new procedure in data 

gathering that utilized indexing within electronic novels. Twelve (12) gay college students participated in 

the study. Participants met the description of a gay college student: 1) bonafide college student from any of 

the three tertiary schools in City of Catbalogan (Samar College, Samar State University, and St. Mary’s 

College of Catbalogan); 2) a biological male; 3) consider themselves as gay; and 4) willing to participate 

in the study. From the data analyses, three major themes emerged: (1) Unknown and Known Treatment of 

the Gay Community; (2) Unbelievable Positive Outlook of the Gay Community; and (3) Undying Hope for 

the Gay Community. The result showed that these students experienced a difficult yet an honest form of 

self-expression that can inspire and boost the aspiration of gay student. 

 

Keywords: Gay College Student, Experience, Outlook, Emotional Index, E-Novel. 

 

Introduction 

 

In the Philippines, the lesbian, gay, bisexuals and transgender (LGBT) community have always make a 

stand for respect and equality from the society. During the 2011 Philippine National 

LGBT Conference, it was found out that despite the growing tolerance towards LGBT people, acceptance is 

still yet to be achieved. They still face violence and discrimination from their family, from society 

organizations, from health institutions, in schools, at work and from the government (Ocampo & Alonso-

Balmonte, 2016).  

 

Some would consider gayness as a form of a contagious disease, a genetic manifestation from familial 

heritage or an illness brought about the person‟s environment. However, the Psychological Association of 

the Philippines (2013) reaffirm its position, out of their scientific knowledge, that being gay is not a disease 

or disorder. There is no inherent pathology or illness behind same-sex gender orientations. In fact, it was 

taken out in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders 40 years ago.  

 

Lesbians, gay, bisexuals and transgendered individuals confront pressures from the society to hide, 

suppress or even change their form of self-expressions and identities as conditions and requirement for 

social acceptance and enjoyment of rights. Furthermore, this discrimination and prejudice tend to be based 

from a rhetorical moral condemnation fueled by ignorance or unfounded beliefs surrounding this type of 

sexual orientations and gender expressions with maladjustment or psychopathology (Psychological 

Association of the Philippines, 2013). 
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Along with the concerns arising from being gay, the development of their sexuality often involves coming 

to terms with their individuality and acceptance of one‟s attractions, desires and feelings. Self-acceptance 

of one‟s sexual orientation is the openness of how one accepts their own sexuality (Franke & Leary, 1991). 

Accompanying individual acceptance is societal acceptance, which serves as a protective factor for gay. 

This predicts greater and positive self-esteem, essential social support and general health status preventing 

the occurrence of substance abuse, suicidal ideation and depression (Ryan, Huebner, Diaz, & Sanchez, 

2009). 

 

With its main objective of exploring the lived experiences, perceptions, and challenges of gay college 

students, this study would like to answer the following questions: (1) what are the experiences, 

discriminating or not, of the participants; (2) what is their perception about oneself; and (3) what are their 

aspirations. This study is also an avenue to introduce a new form of data collection brought about the 

emergence and popularity of user-created electronic novels. 

 

Literature Review  
 

The lesbian, gay, bisexuals and transgender (LGBT) community members are subject to prejudices rooted 

in beliefs and traditions about gender and sexuality. Considered as members of a social minority group, 

they suffer from various forms of injustice. Adding more to the fuel to the fire, is the lack of recognition 

from the society that ultimately affect their capacity to enjoy and fully access their rights as citizens. They 

are more susceptible to experience intolerance, harassment, threat of violence and discrimination due to 

their sexual orientation (Subhrajit, 2014). 

 

Marginalization is at the core of exclusion of the members of the LGBT community from fulfilling their 

social lives in three levels, namely individual, interpersonal and societal levels. This limits their 

opportunities to make social contribution thus developing a low self-confidence and self-esteem resulting to 

eventual isolation from the society. Marginalization can be in the form of racism, poverty, sexism, and 

homophobia that negatively impact their mental well-being (Majd, Marksamer, & Reyes, 2009). 

 

Furthermore, exclusion and discrimination have major impacts on the lives of gay person and resulted in 

the following: early dropping out of school, leaving family and home, inability to land regular jobs with 

lesser options, isolation from being ignored in the community, unable to access various services, moving to 

other areas, lack of social support, religious rejection, suicide attempts and forcibly marrying the opposite 

sex leading to divorce (McDavitt, et al., 2018). 

 

Moral, religious and political beliefs of a dominant group often reinforce homophobic environment forces. 

It is manifested in physical attacks, jokes, negative media representation and discrimination in the 

workplace. The dilemma to come out or not can cause a great deal of distress to the person. Extreme harm 

and disruption of the lives of people can often result from it. This in turn direct individuals to dissatisfaction 

of the place they live in or study at, stress, loneliness, exposure to physical disturbance, and ostracism 

(Mayock, Bryan, Carr, & Kitching, 2009). 

 

Members of the LGBT community often face harassment in schools every day. Most of them find it hard to 

speak up and complaint about harassment because it is so prominent in the culture. LGBT harassment is 

one of the forms of harassment that is allowed and accepted in popular culture (Ryan, Russell, Huebner, 

Diaz, & Sanchez, 2010).  

 

They face considerable levels of harassment, stigmatization, and discrimination of which they learn to cope 

with particularly when they have the support of family and friends, and participate with social networks. 

However, some younger members had to cope with harassment, stigmatization, and discrimination without 

support. This had a negative impact on their mental well-being, leading to rejection from loved ones or 

religious affiliations, harassment and bullying at school, danger of physical violence in public places, casual 
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homophobic comments, prejudice from professionals, childhood sexual abuse, verbal harassment, greater 

fear of discrimination and physical violence (Ryan, 2009). 

 

Negative school experiences directly affect LGBT community members‟ academic achievement (Kann, et 

al., 2016).  A negative hostile environment in school impacts their academic success such as lower grades 

and higher rate of absenteeism or problems with punctuality.  

 

This study attempted to explore the gay college students‟ experiences, perception and hope. The results of 

this study will be helpful in understanding the students‟ lived experiences and concerns prevailing in the 

society.  

 

This study also paved the way of a newly constructed method of data collection in response to the ever-

changing medium of reading preferences and dynamics of indexing. The following literature support the 

conception of such method. 

 

Electronic reading has experienced rapid growth and an increase in popularity in the past few years. Print 

book sales declined making electronic reading material grew at the expense of the traditional print book 

businesses (Li, 2015). Pervasive infiltration and computerization of printed media coupled with the boom 

of the internet have dramatically altered all areas of reading. The rich multimedia features in many newer 

electronic books support the reading of the text and help readers comprehend more easily and visualize 

meaning more (Grimshaw, Dungworth, McKnight, & Morris, 2007). 

 

With the improvement of internet accessibility in the Philippines, so as the rise of social media usage. Such 

contributed to increase popularity of online story sharing websites. The popularity of Wattpad in the 

Philippines pave the way for Filipino readers and aspiring writers to publish their story (Sabado & Uy, 

2016). Wattpad is a mobile story-sharing platform, that gives millions of electronic books access to more 

than 30 million readers globally, including five million in the Philippines. Wattpad hosts the biggest 

community of readers and writers in the world  (dela Cruz, 2014). 

 

Indexing is the art of classifying and grouping certain things into categories or tags. In a study conducted on 

emotion-based classification and indexing for wallpaper and textile based on visual impressions and 

emotions, it was found out that humans have predefined color-emotion association. Texture of the 

wallpaper and textiles played a role in the classification of emotions (Su & Sun, 2017).  

 

A new computational framework for social aspects of emotions analysis in Twitter conversations revealed 

that self-transitions account for the large proportions of emotion transition. Positive sentiments and 

emotions were implied by a user, through tweets, to other users if the latter is not feeling good. A 

significant pattern of desired emotion is the best strategy to change the conversational partner‟s emotion. 

Greeting, sympathy, complaining and worrying play significant roles in emotion influences (Kim, Bak, & 

Oh, 2012). 

 

A study conducted on indexing introduced a new way of collective indexing of emotions in videos. The 

center of the study was the emotion depicted and aroused in videos and sought if the users are consistent in 

picking out the emotion magnified in the video. By applying the power tags approach, it was possible to 

separate pivotal emotions of every video (Knautz & Stock, 2011).  

 

Videos may provide an avenue for those who watch it the luxury of seeing how the characters evoke certain 

emotions and that‟s a good thing. But novels have more verbal resources to express emotions or affects 

(Ihara, 2006). It conveys not only logical or referential information, but also attitudes, feelings, disposition 

and moods. Important variables that will help the reader interpret and comprehend the content of the 

message embedded in the text.  
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The aforementioned literature generated the present method of data collection, the indexing of electronic 

novels. This is an innovative way of collecting data with the aid of electronic stories where the participant 

picked out lines in the story, situations or character dialogue that best describe how it they feel and view a 

certain question given to them. Participants are given the chance to select their electronic novels and have 

the option to finish the entire story or not depending if they are already satisfied with the lines they picked 

out. No need for them to explain further the choices they made and follow up questions will be done during 

focus group discussion or one-on-one interview. 

 

Theoretical Framework 
 

This study is primarily anchored to Cass‟ Identity Theory. This theory is centered around the process of gay 

identity development that comes in six stages: identity confusion, identity comparison, identity tolerance, 

identity acceptance, identity pride and identity synthesis. Though the stage may appear as sequential, some 

may revisit and reexamine the stages at different points in their lives. This theory also treats gay people as 

normal individual, not a problem or a plague, in a heterosexist society and in a climate of undeniable 

homophobia (Cass, 1979).  

 

This study is also anchored to Goffman's Theory of Social Stigma. A stigma is an attribute, reputation or 

behavior, which is, in a particular way, socially discrediting. It causes an individual to be mentally 

classified as rejected stereotype by others in an undesirable way. This a contagious behavior that influence 

others to treat the stigmatized person in a disrespectful and negative way (Goffman, 2009). The 

stigmatization of the LGBT members in the Philippines‟ educational institution is observed through 

bullying, abuse under the guise of academic freedom and discrimination (United Nation Development 

Programme and United States Agency for International Development, 2014). 

 

Lastly, this study find footing in Snyder‟s Hope Theory. This theory centers around learned optimism, 

optimism, self-esteem and self-efficacy. Having higher hopes is equated to better athletics, academics, 

psychological adjustments, physical health, and psychotherapy. Enhancing hope as a feedback for negative 

experiences help people to pursue further on goals best suited for them (Snyder, 2002). 

 

Analysis 
 

The following steps represent Colaizzi process for phenomenological data analysis (Speziale, Streubert, & 

Carpenter, 2010). (1) Each transcript should be read and re-read in order to obtain a general sense about the 

whole content. (2) For each transcript, significant statements that pertain to the phenomenon under study 

should be extracted. These statements must be recorded on a separate sheet noting their pages and line 

numbers. (3) Meaning should be formulated from these significant statements. (4) The formulated 

meanings should be sorted in categories, cluster of themes, and subthemes. (5) The findings of the study 

should be integrated into an exhaustive description of the phenomenon under study. (6) The fundamental 

structure of the phenomenon should be described. (7) Finally, validation of the findings should be sought 

from the research participants to compare the researcher‟s descriptive results with their experiences. 

 

Discussion 
 

From the data analyses, three themes emerged: (1) Unknown and Known Treatment of the Gay 

Community; (2) Unbelievable Positive Outlook of the Gay Community; and (3) Undying Hope for the Gay 

Community. The three themes and subthemes that emerged suggested that gay college students are not yet 

genuinely accepted by people yet they still have positive self-regard or personal outlook as evident in the 

second theme. While they hold an unquenchable hope for equality. This study showed that these students 

experienced a difficult yet an honest and fulfilling form of self-expression that can inspire and boost the 

aspiration of gay students. 
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Episodes of discrimination and nondiscrimination were reflected in the first theme. Though, others may 

associate, right away, that experiences surrounding gay people are negative, the result of the study revealed 

otherwise. The first theme focused on the unknown and known treatment of the gay community. 

 

Theme 1. Unknown and Known Treatment of the Gay Community 

 

The first theme can be best explained by five subthemes including homophobic environment, social stigma, 

biased treatment, life of a party, and blessing in disguise. From the analysis, it can be understood that being 

a gay college student is not an easy task. They are experiencing difficulty in terms of the type of 

environment they experience, social stigma and unjust actions and slurs directed towards them. Likewise, 

despite the cruel reality, they are still viewed as a valuable member of the society and some were even 

considered a blessing by their family and friends. 

 

Subtheme A. Homophobic Environment  

 

Being immersed in a non-gay friendly environment on a daily basis is a common situation that gay college 

students have to deal with. They are bombarded with constant acts of intolerance, discrimination and hate. 

This changes their perception of school thus affecting their motivation to attend school or study lessons 

thereof. The homophobic environment is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and 

participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “How I wish that summer come can early so that I will not be going to the one place I considered hell, 

my school.” (Novel Index). 

      “It is a pain going to school, people are very judgmental and treating me as somewhat inferior to them.” 

(Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “I always looked down, maintaining eye contact to the floor, when passing around people. The next 

thing I know; I am slammed against the wall by my bully.” (Novel Index). 

      “I was tripped on purpose while I was going to get my things after a class, instead of helping me, other 

people were just staring and some would laugh at me.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

Subtheme B. Social Stigma  

 

A handful of the gay college students experienced being stigmatized because of how they act or present 

themselves at school. Being gay in the Philippines is tolerated but not totally accepted. People may often 

label them as plague of the society. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and 

participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “Fag -  a word that completes my day at school and often heard as I am passing through the corridor.” 

(Novel Index). 

      “I was just minding my own business when suddenly someone approached me out of nowhere and said 

“salot ka sa lipunan” (you‟re a plague of the society) in my face, I felt hurt and judged.” 

(Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “My parents see me as an abomination that does not conform with the society.” (Novel Index). 

      “I often get rejected by my parents because they don‟t like me being gay, often called me as the “salot 

at kahihiyan ng pamilya” (plague and shame of the family).” (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

Subtheme C. Biased Treatment  

 

Some gay college students experienced being left out in school activity. They were often picked last during 

Physical Education classes and would sometimes have trouble associating with other people as they are 

viewed as weak and incapable of manual labor. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes 

and participants‟ statements: 
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(1) “Lo and behold, the gay guy is picked last and added to the sissy team they often viewed as weak and 

sloppy.” (Novel Index). 

      “It is common for me to be picked last especially during P.E. classes, I was drafted last for a basketball 

game because they don‟t have any choice anymore and they don‟t want a gay ruining their team.” 

(Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “I was excluded from my pack activity because my physique doesn‟t match with that of a hunter and 

was made to do menial task of an omega (weakest in a werewolf pack).” (Novel Index). 

      “I was assigned to an easy task during a camping activity, others might see it as a pass but it didn‟t set 

with me well, as if I was viewed as weak and can‟t do anything heavily physical.” (Participant‟s 

Statement). 

 

Subtheme D. Life of a Party  

 

There are always two sides to any story, with experiences in mind, one may have it really bad or 

outlandishly amazing. The duality of events in the life of gay college students made their existence 

meaningful and challenging. This is a different take to their experience because such occurrences were 

described as positive and beneficial. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and 

participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “It may be a stereotypical comment that gays are flamboyant, especially in the arts, but I find it 

complimenting when they select me for an art project, always the first choice.” (Novel Index). 

      “I am always picked by my instructors to decorate the college bulletin board depending on the month‟s 

celebration, he would often say that I am „creative‟ in that alley.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “A house party will not be complete without me, as if I am the life of a party.” (Novel Index). 

      “My friends often invite me out from a simple stroll, sleepover to an elaborate party, they would get 

mad if I don‟t make time for them.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

Subtheme E. Blessing in Disguise  

 

Lastly, a positive experience may be seen as a blessing, for the participants, it was a blessing in disguise. 

Often, they would associate coming out to deadly encounter but would dumbfounded on how wrong they 

are if the reaction is the opposite of what they were expecting. An acceptance coming their immediate 

family member to close friends. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and participants‟ 

statements: 

 

(1) “I After coming out to my parents, I closed my eyes waiting for any physical confrontation but I was 

shocked to find them hugging instead and whispering the words, “thank you for being honest and we 

accept you my son.” (Novel Index). 

      “I was happy when I came out to my parents, they said that I was a blessing to them and my sexuality is 

not and will never be an issue for them.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “In an instant, most of the people avoided me but my parents and some friends were excited of my 

transition, who said that being gay is a negative experience.” (Novel Index). 

      “During a family reunion, I came out to my family, my mom asked ₱500 from my dad and quickly gave 

me a hug. She said I am glad you are one and couldn‟t be more proud of you. Apparently my mom 

asked for the money for a bet with my dad regarding my sexuality, such crazy parents but I love 

them.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

In the first major theme, which is the unknown and known treatment of the gay community, the participants 

of the study talk about their negative and horrific experiences. Students in a homophobic environment 

would lead them to fear victimization, experience social stigmatization and cruel treatment that impedes 

their natural ability to develop their sexual identity and gradual disrupt their social and learning experiences 

(Knowles, 2005). Gay college students bear the force of acts of intolerance, discrimination, and hate. 
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Stressing that the problem does not lie in the youth, but in the community, family and the school where the 

student belongs (D'augelli, 2002).  

 

A school should be a safe place for everyone, but in the Philippines, gay students often find that their 

experience at school is smudged by bullying, lack of access to LGBT-related information, discrimination, 

and in some cases, emotional, sexual, and physical assault. Such abuses, if not prevent or stopped, can 

cause deep and lasting harm and restrict students‟ right to education, protected under the law (Human 

Rights Watch, 2017). 

 

Not solely focusing on the undesirable events but also it was revealed that some have episodes of 

nondiscrimination. In the Philippines, positive policies, that promote the respect of diversity and promoting 

LGBT wellbeing, include ordinances against discrimination and gender-based violence and code of ethics. 

The practice of Pride Month that started last 1994 and the election of gay students in students council also 

showed a different take to gay experiences (United Nation Development Programme and United States 

Agency for International Development, 2014). 

 

Gay men have difficulty finding a loving family and true friends who‟ll accept and support you what they 

have chosen to be, however, some of them gain their family support, more friends and even new people 

same as their sexuality (Ocampo & Alonso-Balmonte, 2016). 

 

The next theme featured a positive regard or new found respect to themselves. Their experiences taught 

them how it is to look on the brighter side of life and focused on things that matter most and positively 

influence their self-perception.  

 

Theme 2. Unbelievable Positive Outlook of the Gay Community 

 

Aside from the difficulty in socializing and dealing in a homophobic environment, they also shared their 

utmost motivation to keep going, aspiring more in their studies that they hope to give them a brighter 

future. They develop a good way of coping and counteracting, a trusty support system and a positive sense 

of self. 

 

Subtheme A. Coping and Counteracting 

 

The essentiality of education is deeply engraved in the hearts of the gay college students. For them, it is 

their ticket for a brighter future not only for them but also for their families. Despite the punitive and 

unaccepting school and community, they develop different ways of coping and counteracting such harsh 

realities. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “Sometimes being subjected to homophobic slurs is good a thing, you tend to develop immunity over 

time and just ignore nasty remarks thrown at you.” (Novel Index). 

      “I always practice the art of “deadma” (not giving attention) to their degrading remarks, my body is 

numbed already from their unlimited nasty comments.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “It was the last straw and I‟ve felt the urge to answer back and before I could think of what to say my 

mouth automatically blurted out the words “shut up” to my bully.” (Novel Index). 

      “I was having a bad day already and I just answered them to make them stop saying bad things about 

me, I have had it officially. Most of the times, it would work and if not you will be seeing bruise or 

cuts in my body, not self-inflected.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

Subtheme B. Essential Support System  

 

A good support system can work wonders and provide an added boost to the gay college students life. The 

feeling of acceptance and care from some peers and family members can help them to eventually navigate 

their way in their scholastic path. They can talk about their problems and aspiration to them without the 
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feeling of being judged and just get pure acquiescence. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel 

indexes and participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “After being rejected by mate, I can only go back home and before I‟ve even called my friend, Mia, she 

was there already as if she already knew what I was about to say. Then all of the pent-up tears begin 

falling and she just cooed me and patted my back the whole time saying nothing.” (Novel Index). 

      “I am lucky to have friends around me that can truly understand what I am going through every day, 

they help keep my sanity in check.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “My family have always been my rock, they accepted me when I came out and even encouraged me to 

pursue my dream of becoming a ballet dancer.” (Novel Index). 

      “At the end of the day, I am happy that I have my family supporting my choices and never gave up on 

me that motivated me to keep going with my studies, and in my life in general” (Participant‟s 

Statement). 

 

Subtheme C. Positive Sense of Self  

 

Despite what life throws at them, the gay college students believed in having a positive sense of self or self-

regard. They see themselves as an individual, capable of feeling and thinking. Having the necessary 

faculties expected that of a human, they deserved the respect and acknowledgement like other human being. 

This positive self-regard is their validation of their individuality in an unforgiving society. It is illustrated in 

the following electronic novel indexes and participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “There is nothing wrong with the way I dress myself. I am not showing excessive skin but would they 

insist me as a lewd person. Just great, extremely great.” (Novel Index). 

      “I am wearing the prescribed school uniform and even cut my hair to the prescribed guidelines but what 

they still despise me. Oh well, at least I feel good in what I wear and myself in general.” 

(Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “Just because I am a fag doesn‟t earn you the right to talk down on me.” Kade said with tears in his eye. 

“I deserve respect just like the others, being gay is not a disease,” he continued. (Novel Index) 

      “Despite what others say about me, I still see myself as relevant maybe not to them but to those people 

who matters to me that most, and I will do everything to succeed and help them in the future.” 

(Participant‟s Statement). 

 

The second major theme concentrated on the unbelievable positive outlook of the gay college students. 

Despite experiencing a homophobic environment which further contributed to the students‟ difficulty in 

socializing with other people, they have this motivation and optimism to keep going and push further in 

their studies, whey they view it as a ticket to brighter future and acceptance from the society. Despite the 

fear and adversity that gay college students experienced, each developed their ways of coping with and 

counteracting their unsafe, unaccepting community cultures and marginalized treatment. These allowed 

them to develop a positive self-regard, sense of belonging at school and their individual affirmation 

(Badgett, Durso, Kastanis, & Mallory, 2013). One particular area that helped students were the 

understanding, acceptance and support they received from peers and adults. In like manner, if the society 

can offer a compelling and pointed advice for development of an accepting environment, then the school 

would be more inclusive and understanding regardless of the gender or sexual expression one has. The last 

theme focused on the unwavering aspiration of the members of the gay community. The new found 

meaning gained from their experiences, gave them something to look forward to. Challenges were treated 

as inspiration for them to do good and aim higher.  

 

Theme 3. Undying Hope for the Gay Community 

 

Gay college students have aspirations to achieve and unwavering hope to get over life struggles. Their 

confidence and optimism in what they have to offer and their ability to see the goodness in everyone, in 

every situation and in every opportunity, and their desire for personal and professional growth. 
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Subtheme A. Confidence and Optimism   

 

The gay college students believe that someday, in a not so distant future, people will just truly accept them 

as who they are without pretention and negative preconceived notion of them. It is a utopia where everyone 

gets along and acknowledge one another. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and 

participants‟ statements: 

 

(1) “I‟ve always dream that my werewolf pack would just accept me and consider me as an equal member.” 

(Novel Index). 

      “I still view true acceptance as a great possibility in the future, with the introduction of the SOGIE 

Equality Bill, it seems that the government is making a positive step moving forward.” (Participant‟s 

Statement). 

(2) “In my heart, I know that there is still hope. Hope that one day I can walk equally with you and others.” 

(Novel Index). 

      “Atashi hopia that after 48 years, they accept na atashi and Wynona Ryder na jukies sa life.” In 

translation, “I hope, though it may be a long wait, they would eventually accept me and that would 

be a winning moment in my life.”  (Participant‟s Statement). 

 

Subtheme B. Personal Escalation and Progress 

 

Even if they are limited by the society they belonged to, they still have the desire to escalate themselves and 

progressively improve their status. Achieving their dreams to prove others wrong of their misconception 

about them and arrive at a state where they inspire others to pursue your aspiration amidst mountains of 

unacceptance and hate. It is illustrated in the following electronic novel indexes and participants‟ 

statements: 

 

(1) “I will not be defined by others or the society in general, my will tells me to pursue my dreams.” (Novel 

Index). 

      “I will use my sexuality, not as an excuse but a platform of change and acceptance. I want to achieve 

greater things from myself and my family.” (Participant‟s Statement). 

(2) “I will not settle for anything less, my life was considered worthless by others already, I‟ll be damned to 

give them the pleasure of seeing me suffer.” (Novel Index). 

      “The more they say hateful things about me, the more that I am challenged to do good in school and in 

my life.” (Participant‟s Statement).  

 

Lastly, the third major theme discusses the undying hope of the gay college students. like any other human 

being, they also have aspirations and hopes to achieve a just and fair society. Higher educational 

institutions are mandated to inculcate democratic principles in the pursuit of education, expected that they 

would treat all students fairly regardless of their gender, not obstructing their right to education. Gender 

rights should have become the points of contention to provide and increase the visibility of gay people, 

moving beyond the stereotypes and societal ignorance, showing that gay can occupy a wide array of 

positions in the society and life like everyone else, eventually such mindset will help the society change 

quicker (Thiel, 2014). A gay-friendly environment will lead to health improvement, increase performance 

satisfaction, build better relationships and greater commitment at work among gay workforce (Byne, 2015). 

 

Conclusion  
 

This study provides a description of the lived experiences of gay college students. The students shared 

experiences of being criticized for what they believe, being bullied for what they are, stereotyped for what 

they become, and being discriminated for what they stand for. Despite these experiences, some were 

considered valuable members of a family or a group. Those acts were deliberately done by schoolmates, 

school personnel, family members and the society as a whole. Despite these, they remain encouraged, 
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confident, and hopeful to themselves to pursue more and push through with their education, their aspiration, 

their identity and their life in general 
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